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We’ve Got Competition!
by John Fleckner, American Museum of Natural History
When MAC members received the first issue of The 
Midwestern Archivist in 1976, they could shelve it with just 
two other American journals devoted to the archives field: 
The American Archivist (1938) and the upstart journal of 
the Society of Georgia Archivists, now Provenance (1972). 
By contrast, the past decade or so has seen an explosion of 
new venues for writings about archives. This list likely is 
not complete: Journal of Archival Organization (Taylor and 
Francis Group, 2002), Journal of Western Archives (2010), 
Archive Journal (founded with support from the Mellon 
Foundation, 2011), Archival Practice (University of North 
Carolina–Greensboro, 2013), Journal of Contemporary 
Archival Studies (Yale and New England Archivists, 2014). 
The causes and effects of this proliferation of archival 
publications will be a fruitful topic for future writers about 
the world of archives and archivists. Meanwhile, we can 
hope that the competition among our journals will inspire 
more of us to write more often.  
Archival Issues, volume 36, number 2, will reach MAC 
members and subscribers this summer with three feature 
articles and ten reviews. Readers also will have the option 
of online access through the MAC members’ web pages 
shortly after the print edition is mailed. Back issues of 
Archival Issues are freely available to all readers after a 
one-year embargo through the University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee institutional repository and through JSTOR 
after three years. 
Many thanks are due to Mary Ellen Ducey, who has 
completed the maximum service of three two-year terms 
on the Archival Issues Editorial Board. MAC members 
who are interested in serving on the board are encour-
aged to read the guidelines and to contact me directly at 
flecknerj@si.edu. 
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